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ISWDRES - Purpose

• Evaluation of baccalaureate or master’s level 
social work education completed abroad to 
determine equivalency to a social work degree 
earned from an accredited program by the 
CSWE.
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Basis for Recognition 

• Based on the comparability of the competencies 
(program objectives), course descriptions and 
level of the applicant’s social work education to 
social work education in the United States.
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Application Process

• The application process is conducted online and 
is divided into three parts: 

▫ Step I: The Screening Request Form 

▫ Step II: The Online Recognition Application

▫ Step III: Official Supporting Documents 
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Evaluation Process

• CSWE contracts with a social work educator that 
has a strong understanding of the EPAS

• Evaluations are generally made within two 
weeks of receiving completed documentation. 

• The decision is communicated in a formal letter.  
Each applicant is entitled to one copy of the 
evaluation plus one copy for a designee (e.g., 
admissions office of college or university, a 
licensing board, or a potential employer).  
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Canadian Association of Social Work 
Education

• Mutual Degree Recognition Agreement, June 

2006
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Completed Evaluations By Degree 
(2011-2014) 
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Approvals by Country (Top 9)
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Increasing demand of social workers 
in China

• In 2006, the government set a goal to have 2 

million social workers by 2020 (Central 

Government’s Plan) 

• Social work profession currently cannot meet 

the requirements of this plan 

• As a result, more programs are needed 
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CSWE – China Collaborative
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CSWE – China Collaborative
• 2012 – 2017 (5-year partnership)
• Agreement not to establish an on-site MSW program
• Agreement to focus on capacity-building in its work involving 

Chinese students studying in its U.S.-based program
• Agreement to host Chinese faculty, staff, and students on an annual 

basis, including providing housing and arranging local travel
• Demonstration of sufficient funds (a minimum of $10,000 each year 

or $50,000 for the project's duration) available each year to support 
the institutional partnership

• Programs selected identified previous global experiences including 
prior efforts in mainland China

• Assurance of support from the college or university chief executive 
officer (e.g., president or chancellor) in the form of a letter
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7 partnerships
US universities China universities

Arizona State University Huazhong University of Science and 
Technology

Case Western Reserve University Northwest University 

Fordham University Jilin University

University of Alabama Yunnan University 

University of Chicago Peking University 

University of Houston East China University of Science and 
Technology

University of Southern California Nanjing University
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