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What Is a practice analysis?

AExamines current professional
activities

Metermines competencies needed to
ensure safe practice

In other words, what are professionals doing, and h

iImportant is it that they do It correctly from the start
their careers?
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. What the process involves

A Development and distribution of survey of practice

A Analysis of the survey rebylsubject matter experts
(SMES)

A Updating test content outliteeseflect survey findings

A Development of licensing examinatiaheeflect
current practice

V Takes two years from start to finish

V Conducted every@ years

V Last one began in 2001; tests online in 200z
V ASWB has conducted 4 analyses since 198(



ASWB Practice Analysis Task Force
The process

Developing the survey

October 2008 Task Force meeting o P
A
Devel oped | ist of SNl S

reflect current social work practice at

each category (Bachelors, Masters, Advanced
Generalist, Clinical)

AJpdated content areas for each level

ARevised demographic questions on survey instrument
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The process

Piloting the survey

February o6 March 2009
Pilot Survey distribution

ANeb-based pilot survey developed in English and French
Mistributed to 504 social workers across North America
ARespondents;
Aoassed an ASWB exam within past three years (five
years for Advanced Generalist)

MRegistered Social Workers in Canada

FOverall pilot response rate: 54%
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The process

Linking Content Knowledge
Task Statements

b
b
B

March &April 2009 Individual linking

Individual task force members linked each Task Statement t
the content knowledge required to perform the task

oTask Statement o = descr
relevant to social work practice

The competent performance of a Task may require several
areas of content knowledge
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The processd
International Survey

April 0 June 2009 International
Survey Administered

oSurvey exclusively wetased
ORespondents received:
Alert letter

Awo reminder/thank you letters

AThree reminder/thank you emails

Respondents could earn one credit hour of continuing
education for completing the survey
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The procesd International Survey

Asked for detailed demographic information

Contained 169 task statements rated in three ways:

1. Frequency how often do you perform this task?

2. Performance: how crucial is it to know how to perform
this task correctly?

3. Importance: how crucial is it to know how to perform
this task your first day on the job?

Combined, these scales produce an oveC®lITICALITY
rating for each statement
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The process) International Survey

Exampl

FPERFORMAMNCE
Foryour lewvel of licensure,
wihen is it required to

IMPORTANCE
Howw important is the competent performance
of this task to effective social worl practice,

FREQUENCY

Howy often do you perfarm

this task?

independently perform this regardless of how often you perform it? F1=Seldom
task? 11= Mot very important F2= Monthly
P1="%/ithin the first 2 years 12= Of low importance F3=Weelkly
P2= After the first 2 years 13= Of moderate importance Fd= Daily
P3=IMewer I4="ery important
15= Extremely Important
Assessment (Continued}
P1 P2 P3|I1 12 13 14 I5|F1 F2 F3 F4
34- Conduct community needs assessment. Q 0 O[O0 90 O O Q|0 O O QO
35- Assess communities and/or organizations to O O O |0 9 O O Ol O O O
determine resources, strengths, and challenges.
Intervention Planning
P1 P2 P3| 12 12 14 I5|F1 F2 F3 F4
36- Formulate and document conclusions about the o O Ol O O O Ol O O O
assessment.
37- Assess clients’ readiness for service. QO O 9|9 9 O 9 9|9 9 O O
38 Obtain clients’ informed consent for services. o O OoO]JlO 9O O O Olo O O O
39 Develop atreatment or service plan with clientsbased |© O O |O © O O OO O O O
onh assessment findings.
40- Engage clients in planning and implementing service QO 90|l Q9 0O O Ol O O O
plans.
41- Formulate measurable objectives to assist clients’ O O 9|9 9 O 9 9|9 9 O O
change.
42- Formulate a time frame for interventions with clients. Qo O OoOJo 92 O O ol O O O
43 Monitor interventions with clients using results of O O 9|l 9 O O OO0 O O O
standardized instruments.
44- Modify intervention methods to meet client needs. QO 0O QOJOo 9 O O 0|0 O O O
45- Help clients assess the outcome of services. QO O olJlo 9 o 0O 9|l O O O
46- Facilitate consensus or compromise among key QO 2 2|0 9 O 9O Ol0 O O 0O
stakeholders.
47- Select strategies for community action. O O O|l0 9 O O 0|0 O O O
Direct Service Delivery
P1 P2 P3|11 12 13 14 15|F1 F2 F3 F4
48- Establish an ongoing social worker/client O O OO0 O O O O|0 O O O
relationship.
49- |dentify transference in client/social worker QO O O 9

ralatinnshin
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The processd
International Survey

Results
A16,040 surveys distributed to all member jurisdictions
and California

012,009 surveys sent to US social workers

24031 sent toCanadian social workers

Alotal US useable response raiet0.1%
Alotal Canadian useable response rét89.3%

At,501 continuing education certificates issued
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The processd
Data analysis and blueprint
creation

September 2009 task force meeting

A\CT analyzed results, presented findings to task force

AMembers reviewed task statements and their related conter
knowledge

AContent areas were regrouped according to the criticality
ratings and subject matter expertise

AGroupings provide basis for final test blueprints
A ast official meeting of PATF
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But t he work contil nu

December 2009 Blueprint
Reclassification meeting

Representatives from the PATF and the examination
committee will meet to reassign KSAs to the reconfigured

content areas

The group will also assign test questions to appropriate
KSAs and content areas on the examinations
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Beyond 20009E¢é

April 6 May 2010
Passing Score Study

ARecruited subject matter experts volunteers meet to:

oRecommengassingscofeor each of f o
examinationg 6 A n c h oit theHisstaexainations based on
the new test blueprink

Approved by Board of Directors anchor exam passing
scores used as the standard for each exam category

fSubsequent examinations calibrated to these difficulty
standards



